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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1918. 


Steeple  Claydon, 

June,  1919 

To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Buckingham. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  twenty-first  Annual  Report  as  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending  December  31st, 
1918.  Like  that  of  last  year,  the  report  will  again  be  a brief 
one,  in  accordance  with  instructions  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

During  the  year  1 have  attended  11  Council  meetings  and 
7 Committee  meetings.  The  Council  meetings  are  now  held 
once  a month  instead  of  once  a fortnight. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  1918  amounted  to  25’86  inches, 
and  this  is  practically  the  same  as  that  for  1917.  The  number 
of  rainy  days  was  173,  compared  with  163  for  1917. 
December  had  25  rainy  days,  while  March  had  only  5.  The 
wettest  month  was  September,  with  5’ 12  inches,  while  the 
driest  was  March,  with  0*59  inches. 

The  area  of  this  District  is  54,893  acres  (over  85  square 
miles),  and  this  includes  a small  extent  of  inland  water 
(197  acres).  There  are  33  parishes  in  the  District.  At  the 
Census  of  1911  the  District  contained  a population  of  8,322, 
being  an  increase  of  198  over  the  population  at  the  Census  of 
1901.  There  were  2,084  inhabited  houses,  having  an  average 
of  3*993  persons  per  house.  During  the  year  soldiers  of  the 
Royal  Defence  Corps  have  been  stationed  at  Calvert,  to  guard 
the  buildings  there  which  have  been’  used  as  an  Ammunition 
Magazine.  Extensive  buildings  have  also  been  erected  at  the 
Furze,  Charndon  Parish,  and  are  used  as  an  Ammunition 
Magazine  into  which  the  explosives  will  be  removed  from 
Calvert  Brickworks.  All  have  now  been  removed.  The 
estimated  civil  population  for  1918  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Buckingham  has  been  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
at  6,794  for  the  calculation  of  the  death-rate;  while  7,612  is 
the  number  to  be  used  for  calculating  the  birth-rate. 

The  number  of  births  credited  to  the  District  for  1918  is 
112  (62  males  and  50  females),  and  of  these  2 boys  and  4 girls 
were  illegitimate.  This  is  equal  to  an  annual  birth-rate  of 
14*7  per  1,000,  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the  year  1917. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1918  is  17*7  per  1,000. 
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Death-rate. 


In/antiU 

Mortality, 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was  128 
(49  males  and  79  females,  and  this  is  equal  to  an  annual  death- 
rate  of  17'4  per  1,000.  This  is  the  first  time  in  my  recollection 
that  the  annual  death-rate  has  exceeded  the  annual  birth-rate 
in  this  District,  and  it  is  largely  due  to  the  severe  and  fatal 
epidemic  of  influenza  which  occurred  last  year,  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  this  disease  being  14  males  and  26  females. 
The  death-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1918  was  17‘6 
per  1,000. 

The  infantile  mortality,  or  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
under  1 year  of  age,  per  1 ,000  births  registered  was  54, 
compared  with  20  for  1917.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
for  1918  was  97.  Again  the  infantile  mortality  rate  for  this 
District  as  well  as  that  for  the  County  compares  very  favour- 
ably with  that  for  England  and  Wales.  It  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  this  country  should  use  every  endeavour  to 
keep  the  birth-rate  up,  and  also  to  take  the  greatest  care  of  the 
children  who  are  born  by  instructing  the  mothers  both 
p«spective  and  actual  in  the  proper  way  of  rearing  and 
feeding  their  children.  This  is  being  done  by  the  agency 
of  Health  Visitors  and  District  Nurses,  but  to  get  the  best 
results  they  must  be  paid  for,  as  I have  little  faith  in  voluntary 
effort. 


Tuberculosis  Six  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been 

during  1918  and  two  from  other  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis. Eight  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been 
notified  during  the  past  year  and  two  cases  of  other  Tuber- 
cular diseases.  The  two  shelters  have  been  in  use. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  has  been  notified  during  1918, 
with  no  death,  compared  with  14  cases  and  no  death  in  1917. 
The  case  occurred  in  the  village  of  Addington. 


Diphtheria.  Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  1918  and  no 

death  occurred.  There  was  no  case  of  this  disease  in  the 
District  in  1917. 


Enteric 


( Typhoid) 
Fever, 


No  case  of  this  disease  has  been  notified  in  the  District 
since  1913. 


Measles  and 

German 

Measles. 


35  cases  of  Measles  and  21  of  German  Measles,  with  no 
deaths,  were  notified  in  1918,  compared  with  2 cases  of 
Measles  and  86  of  German  Measles,  with  no  death,  in  1917. 


Whooping; 

Cough. 


No  death  was  registered  from  Whooping  Cough  in  this 
District  during  1918,  compared  with  one  death  in  1917. 


Three  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  in  1918,  with  no 
death,  compared  with  nine  cases  without  a death  in  1917. 


Erysipelas. 
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I Enteric  Fever, 

\ 

i Cancer. 


No  case  of  Enteric  Fever  has  occurred  in  this  District  for 
the  last  seventeen  years. 

Twelve  deaths  from  cancer  have  occurred  in  1918, 
compared  with  10  deaths  in  1917. 


S Influenza.  Forty  deaths  have  occurred  from  Influenza  during  1918, 

i compared  with  no  deaths  during  1917.  The  epidemic  of 

Influenza  which  occurred  in  the  summer  and  back  end  of  1918 
were  widespread  and  death-dealing. 


Polyo  my  el  i t is 
and  Ce7'ebro- 
Spinal 
Meningitis. 
Infectious 
Diseases 
{ Notification  ) 
Act,  i88g. 


No  cases  of  these  diseases  have  been  notified  in  this 
District. 

Only  8 cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  under 
this  Act  in  1918.  These  consisted  of  Scarlet  Fever  1, 
Diphtheria  4 and  Erysipelas  3.  Since  the  1st  January,  1911, 
it  has  been  made  compulsory  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  send  every  week  to  the  Local  Government  Board  a return 
of  the  cases  of  Infections  notified  to  him,  and  a similar  return 
is  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  These 
returns  must  be  sent  whether  any  cases  have  occurred  or  not. 
Of  course  in  the  latter  case  a blank  return  is  made.  I give 
here  the  usual  table  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
last  ten  years  : — 
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0 
0 
0 


Totals  14  31  56  38  18  23  24  18  23  8 

' E.G.B.  All  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  now  notifiable  whether  the 

: (Mder!^  disease  occurs  in  the  lungs  or  any  other  part  of  the  body. 


I Milk  Supplies.  A large  quantity  of  milk  has  always  been  sent  from  this 

: District  to  London,  but  of  late  years  a considerable  proportion 

; has  been  bought  by  a local  firm,  viz.,  Messrs.  Thew,  Hooker 

! & Gilbey,  Ltd.,  at  Buckingham.  The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

I Mifkshops  Orders  of  1885  and  1889  have  been  adopted  for 

I several  years,  and  your  Inspector  visits  the  cowsheds  in  the 

i District  periodically,  and  pays  particular  attention  to  their 

I sanitary  condition  and  cleanliness.  This  work  has  not  been 

allowed  to  lapse  during  the  War.  In  the  event  of  any 
suspicious  case  of  Tuberculosis  occurring  in  milking  cows 
your  Council  pays  for  the  advice  of  a Veterinary  Surgeon. 
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Water  Supplies. 

Factories  and 
Workshops. 

Isolation 

Hospital. 


New  Bttildinj^s 
and 

Housing. 


No  Water  Certificates  have  been  granted  during  1918. 

These  have  been  duly  inspected  and  reported  on. 

There  is  no  permanent  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  District, 
but  a site  has  been  bought  and  a satisfactory  supply  of  water 
has  been  found  there.  It  is  very  necessary  that  a permanent 
Hospital  should  be  built  without  further  delay.  With  regard 
to  Small-pox,  you  are  entitled  to  the  use  of  the  North  Bucks 
joint  Small-pox  Hospital  near  Bletchley,  which  you  own  with 
other  neighbouring  Sanitary  Authorities. 

No  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the  War,  but 
the  Government  is  urging  Local  Authorities  to  push  forward 
the  building  of  houses  for  the  working  classes.  Full  returns 
of  the  number  of  houses  in  your  District,  up  to  ^16  valuation, 
have  been  sent  in  to  the  County  Council  with  the  number 
of  new  houses  of  these  valuations  erected  since  1911.  The 
number  of  houses  in  the  District  up  to  /"S  valuation  is  1,805, 
and  of  a valuation  from  ^8  to  £\^  is  226.  The  number 
of  new  houses  of  the  lower  valuation  erected  since  1911  is  39 
and  of  the  higher  valuation  6. 

Since  the  Armistice  several  of  the  vacant  houses  have 
been  occupied,  and  a good  many  men  have  been  demobilised 
and  returned  to  Calvert  Brickworks,  with  the  result  that  the 
houses  are  no  longer  vacant.  This  is  happening  more  or  less 
over  the  whole  District.  At  the  time  of  writing  you  have 
appointed  an  Architect  to  supervise  housing  operations.  It  is 
impossible  to  say  exactly  how  many  houses  will  be  applied  for 
in  the  District,  as  applications  are  still  coming  in  from  the 
villages.  The  number  of  houses  applied  for  up  to  the  time  of 
writing  is  as  follows: — Akeley,  6 ; Beachampton,  12  ; Charn- 
don,  8 ; Edgcott,  4 ; Hillesden,  8 ; Maids  Moreton,  12  ; Marsh 
Gibbon,  4 ; Middle  Claydon,  6 : Padbury,  4 ; Preston  Pissett, 
8;  Steeple  Claydon,  20;  Tingewick,  16;  Twyford,  8;  Water 
Stratford,  4 ; making  120  in  all. 

A Commissioner  from  the  Local  Government  Board  (now 
Ministry  of  Health)  has  visited  this  District  and  approved  of 
sites  for  houses  in  the  following  villages : — Steeple  Claydon, 
Marsh  Gibbon  and  Thornborough. 

Your  Council  has  wisely  decided  to  erect  only  4 houses  to 
the  acre  instead  of  8 as  recommended  in  Rural  Districts,  and 
thus  each  house  will  have  double  the  garden  ground  allowed 
under  the  regulations.  I have  already  suggested  to  your 
Council  that  each  occupier  should  have  a separate  passage 
to  get  to  the  back  of  his  cottage  and  to  his  garden  without 
passing  his  neighbour’s  door.  This  of  course  is  all  right  when 
the  cottages  are  built  in  pairs,  but  when  four  are  built  in  a 
block  a central  passage  ought  to  be  provided  ; in  the  case  of  6 
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cottages  two  passages  would  be  required,  and  so  on.  Strong 
expressions  of  the  desirability  of  this  arrangement  have  been 
made  to  me  by  working  men.  When  the  present  urgent  need 
for  new  houses  has  been  met,  all  houses  should  be  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  habitation  in  which  there  is  no  fireplace  in 
at  least  one  bedroom,  as  it  is  very  necessary  in  case  of  illness 
that  there  should  be  some  satisfactory  means  of  heating  one 
bedroom.  Houses  should  also  be  condemned  in  which  the 
bedrooms  are  situated  in  the  roof  of  the  house  where  the  side- 
walls  of  the  room  are  less  than  six  feet  in  height. 

During  the  past  year  no  new  drains  have  been  laid. 

I enclose  the  usual  Local  Government  table. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  L.  BENSON,  m.d.,  d.p.h.  (Came.), 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  TABLE. 

Statement  required  by  Article  V.  of  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  Districts) 
Regulations,  1910,  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  dwelling-houses 
under  Section  17  (l)  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

1918 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purpose  of 

the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Number  *of  such  dwelling-houses  which  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  representations 
were  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  the  making 
of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 

made  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after  the  making  of  closing 

orders,  were  made  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 

General  Character  of  the  Defects  found  : 


(a)  Drainage  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  Closet  accommodation  (insufficent  or  defective)  ...  ...  11 

(c)  Water  supply  exposed  to  surface  pollution  ...  ...  0 

(d)  Insufficent  circulation  of  air  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(e)  Dampness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(f)  Insufficent  light  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(g)  Dirty  by  landlord’s  default  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(h)  Dirty  by  tenant’s  default  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(i)  Dirty  by  default  of  landlord  and  tenant  ...  ...  15 

(j)  Insufficient  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(k)  Deficient  method  of  refuse  disposal  ...  ...  ...  0 

(l)  Internal  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(m)  Defective  roofs  or  gutters  and  doww-pipes  ...  ...  8 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector 

For  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1918. 


Housing 

Regulations. 


Cowsheds 
and  Dairies. 


Slaughter 
H ouses. 


I nfectious 
Diseases. 


Factories, 
Workshops,  and 
Bakehouses. 


Regulations 
Canal  Boats 
Act. 

Seiuerage  and 

Sewage 

Disposal. 


Water  Supplies. 


Buckingham, 

July,  1919. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District 

Council  of  Buckingham. 

I have  the  pleasure  to  submit  my  fourth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  sanitary  work  in  your  District  during  the  year  ended 
December  31st,  1918. 

During  the  year  27  houses  were  inspected  under  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning  Act,  1909.  Your  Council  are  now 
taking  steps  to  provide  additional  houses  for  the  working 
classes.  Two  visits  to  inspect  sites  for  houses  have  been 
made  by  the  Divisional  Housing  Commissioner’s  Chief 
Architect.  Three  sites  have  now  been  agreed  upon  for  the 
erection  of  36  houses  in  the  parishes  of  Steeple  Claydon  (20), 
Thornborough  (12)  and  Marsh  Gibbon  (4).  Sites  in  11  other 
parishes  have  been  inspected  for  the  erection  of  a further  98 
houses. 

The  number  of  Registered  Cowkeepers  is  189.  Notices, 
to  the  number  of  15,  have  been  served  to  remedy  defects. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  have  been  inspected.  The  number 
on  the  Register  is  19,  and  12  inspections  have  been  made. 

During  the  year  13  visits  were  made  to  infected  houses, 
and  disinfectants  are  supplied  free.  After  all  cases  of 
infectious  disease  the  rooms  are  thoroughly  fumigated  and 
cleansed. 

The  Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakeries  have  been 
inspected.  These  have  been  kept  in  good  order.  No  defects 
have  been  found. 

The  Canal  within  your  area  being  practically  unnavigable, 
no  inspections  have  been  made. 

The  Sewers  of  the  District  have  been  cleansed  during  the 
year.  The  Septic  Tanks  and  Filters  have  been  periodically 
cleansed  and  new  filtering  media  provided. 

The  Water  Supplies  of  the  District  have  been  maintained ; 
reservoirs  and  wells  have  been  cleansed. 

A Summary  of  the  number  of  inspections  and  work  done 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 
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I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  your 
Council  for  their  support  and  the  Officers  for  their  kind 
assistance  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  L.  REYNOLDS, 
Sanitary  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1918. 

This  Return  does  not  include  work  done  under  the  Housing 
Acts. 


General. 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  178 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint  ...  ...  ...  31 

Notices  served  (informal  19)  (formal  4)  ...  ...  23 

Nuisances  abated  (^z)  by  persons  responsible  ...  ...  12 

Nuisances  abated  {b)  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  1 

Summonses  taken  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Convictions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — • 


House  Nuisances. 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  * ...  ...  ...  7 

Spouts  cleaned  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pavements  repaired  ...  ...  ...•  ...  ...  — 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dirty  Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Other  defects  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

•k 

Drains,  W.C.’s,  Privies,  &c. 

Total  defects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Di'ains  cleansed,  repaired,  or  ventilated  ...  ...  11 

New  drains  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

W.C. ’s  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

W.C.’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


W.C.’s  supplied  with  water  (formerly  without)  ...  ...  — 

Privies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Water  Supply. 

Houses  supplied  with  water  during  year  (formerly  without)  — 

Samples  taken  for  analysis  1 good bad  ...  ...  1 

Certificates  granted  (Rural  Districts  only)  ...  ...  — 

Certificates  deferred  (Rural  Districts  only)  ...  ...  — 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  — 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


Food. 
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Seizure  of  unsound  food 
Surrender  of  unsound  food 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Number  on  register 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  remedied 

Bakehouses. 

Number  on  register  ... 
Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  remedied 


19 

12 


13 

13 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

Number  of  dairymen  or  purveyors  of  milk  on  register 

Number  of  cowkeepers  on  register 

Number  of  inspections 

Number  of  defects  found 

Number  remedied 


189 

47 

15 

4 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Number  on  register  ... 

Number  of  inspections 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  remedied  ... 

Various. 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept 
Visits  to  infected  houses 
Houses  disinfected 

Other  items  common  lodging  houses,  canal  boats,  &c.) 
(Canal  not  nayigable.) 


31 

5 


13 

7 
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